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Rationale

At Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Primary School, we believe that homework is an essential part of
learning that supports children’s progress. Homework has several different functions; it can be used
to consolidate learning that has taken part in class, acquire knowledge, develop skills or work
towards mastery.

When children begin at the school, parents or carers sign a home/school agreement whereby
parental roles and responsibilities are outlined. This agreement references the completion of
homework and it is encouraged that children are supported at home. At Our Lady and St Joseph
Catholic Primary School, homework tasks are set termly to reinforce and extend learning.

Aims
The school views the purpose of homework as:

e Developing an effective and supportive partnership between the school, parents and
community in realising the aims of the school.

e Consolidating and reinforcing knowledge and understanding, particularly in Writing,
Reading and Numeracy.
Exploring resources for learning in the home environment.
Extending and complementing school work while supporting independent study
skills.

e Developing pupils’ skills of organisation and self-discipline and preparing pupils for
the demands of their future studies.

e Engaging in wider learning around the core topics studied in school.

Homework in the Early Years and Foundation Stage
Homework is given weekly alongside the Nursery and Reception newsletters.
Reception

In Reception the children receive weekly phonics, high frequency words, and maths homework to
build upon their learning in class each week.

RE
Reading

Children are encouraged to read nightly with an adult. Children will take two books home from the
class library. In Reception, children’s books will match their phonics level and they will also take a
book home to read for pleasure. Every child has a Bug Club login, which is an online reading
programme with a range of decodable books to support their phonics acquisition. Children are
encouraged to record their learning in their Reading Explorer Book, this can be through a picture,
sentence or collage. See examples below:



Reception

Literacy

The literacy homework consists of weekly handwriting, letter sound recognition and a short phonics
activity to support blending and segmenting skills for reading. The children also receive up to five of
the 45 Reception High Frequency words to practise writing and reading by sight each week.

Children are encouraged to practise their handwriting at home through using letterjoins to support
their letter formation and fluency. All children have a login to https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-
in.html and can choose a range of free play handwriting activities or join their classes to engage in
handwriting activities set by their teachers. They are also provided with a handwriting pack specific
to each year group.

Maths

The maths homework is always practical and parents are encouraged to use everyday items at home
to support their child to develop the mathematical skills they have been learning in class each week.

Topic projects

The children have a creative homework project every half term, which is based around the year
group topic. We encourage parents to support their child to research an interest they may have in
our topic and to create a poster or model etc to share in class as part of a celebration day at the end
of each half term.

Transition to Year 1

In the summer term the children receive a weekly writing activity based on the shared writing
activity in class and the maths homework becomes a little more formal, in the style of a worksheet,
to prepare the children for the transition to year 1.


https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-in.html
https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-in.html

Nursery

The children receive practical phase 1 phonics activities to develop their listening, attention, and
early phonics skills, and maths activities which build upon their weekly learning in Nursery. All
activities are practical, encouraging parents to support their child’s learning using resources at home
and in the local community.

Reading

Children are encouraged to read nightly with an adult. The children take one core Nursery story
book home each week to read for pleasure with an adult. Children are encouraged to record their
learning in their Reading Explorer Book, this can be through a picture, sentence or collage. See
examples below:

Nursery

Mark making

In the Autumn Term we have a weekly ‘Mark of the Week’ in class and we encourage the children to
practise making the mark of the week using a range of creative resources to hand at home. Parents
are also encouraged to support their child to practise writing their name with the correct letter
formation. Laminated name templates are sent home at the beginning of the year and children
progress from tracing their name, to copying their name, to then writing it independently.

Some examples of ‘Mark of the Week’:
X

X
X

ML
%o ol




Sharing Stars from home

Parents can share their child’s new learning with staff by completing the ‘Stars from Home’
templates. We encourage them to share learning and development across the curriculum, such as
learning to get dressed more independently, swimming achievements, counting skills etc. The stars
are shared in class and celebrated on a display in Nursery.

An example of ‘Stars from Home’:

Name: Date:

Louis was able to swim a
whole length of the pool
without any help from his

mummy or daddy. He had
his armbands on to help
him and he kicked his legs
to splash the water. Well
done Louis!

Homework in Key Stage 1

Homework is given out termly and is split into two components: core homework and complementing
activities.

Core Homework:
RE

Children receive RE homework in each term. Firstly, they will need to complete their AT2 question
on the RE blog both the first and last week of term.

There will also be a whole school project to complete each half-term based on our RE learning or our
wider school mission.

RE Homeuwork |
AT Queshon- te be completed on the RE Blog the Jirst and, lost week: of term,

T,

Altheugh we dont hasve: o special, octionfor Pentecost, the Churchs will be
decorated: to remind us of Penfecost The symbols of the Holy Spirid are o dowe,
ﬁmmd;mmd;ﬂrdwmm&mﬁhﬂs&m-bﬂrrmhﬂﬁathmch The: Priest uill.
wear reds and, the altar clothy wills be: reds The
prayers of Perfiecesl Sunday all talk abouts the,
Pentecost banner: The way yow present this is your
chotce: and ibcan be Ad or 3d

A picture o} your project needs to be emailed
Yeardrpolspooub by Tuesday, d5th April 4023 alsthe: latesh




Reading

Children are encouraged to read nightly with an adult. Children will take three books home from the
class library. In Year 1, children’s books will match their phonics level, they will also take home a
comprehension ‘tree-level’ book as well as a core book to read for pleasure. Every child has a Bug
Club login, which is an online reading programme with a range of decodable books to support their
phonics acquisition. Children are encouraged to record their learning in their Reading Explorer Book,
this can be through a picture, sentence or collage. See examples below:

Year 1

Year 2

-

Literacy

In Year 1, children receive up to 100 High Frequency words (HFW) to practise writing and reading by
sight - these will be split into 5 each week. The amount given will slowly increase the more confident
your child becomes. The aim is for your child to be competent in reading and writing the first 100
HFW’s by the end of year 1.

Once children are confident with reading and writing the first 100 HFW, they will then move on to
the next 200 and 300 High Frequency Word lists. Children will continue to receive 5 spellings per
week from these lists.



Handwriting

Children are encouraged to practise their handwriting at home through using letterjoins to support
their letter formation and fluency. All children have a login to https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-
in.html and can choose a range of free play handwriting activities or join their classes to engage in
handwriting activities set by their teachers. They are also provided with a handwriting pack specific
to each year group.

Maths
Numbots and Times Table Rockstars

Every child has a login for Numbots which is an online learning tool to secure children’s
mathematical knowledge. Children should also login to TTRS (Times Tables Rock Star) regularly with
a focus on their x2, x3, x5, x10 times tables facts.

Key Instant Recall Facts

Every half term for Maths, children will need to regularly practise the KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts)
for their year group. These will be put on each year's group blog and a text sent out to parents so
that they can support with learning these facts. There will be a diagnostic test at the beginning of
each half term and a summative assessment at the end of each half term to monitor the progress.


https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-in.html
https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-in.html

Year 1 KIRF

Autumn |

I can read and write
numbers to 10 in
numerdls

]
Ln

five

Autumn 2

Spring |

I knew number

honds to 10

I can compare

numbers to 10 using
¢>and =

How many mere makes 107

00000
O

True or false?

7=>=10

Summer 2 Summer | Spring 2

I can count in 25 and
I know doubles and

halves to |0

I can make and talk
about simple arrays

I can find 14 and 14
af a qﬂuunﬁﬂ

What is this number?

cece
What is double 27

v
L & &

How many rews are there?
Hawe many sweets are thare in
gach rowr HE HB HEY BN

Which cake is cut in half?
How do you knowr




Year 2 KIRF

Té I knew number 2+18=20
i bonds for each 20=18+2
nurmber te 20

What number is shown?
I can count read and Write the total in numerals
i

write numbers ta 100 S ords
in numerals

I k.n'ﬂlw .1.hE Five groups of two equals ten
Ex2=K0

'E. mul’rlplitn’rlﬂn and | There are 5 groups of 10 frogs
£ | duvision facts for fhe | < 10 fess el
L

2 tirnes table SR ST SRS

What 5 times table fact
I know multiplication |is shown? seeee
and division facts for |[Ex 2 =10

Autumn 2

Spring 2

the 5 times table o000
T know the The multiplication fact that
. matches the bar model
multiplication and U2 10= 140

division facts for the
10 times table [ " |

[ W | 1@ | w | w |

Summer |

I know doubles and m . E

halves of numbers to E‘

20 ey |i|

Summer 2




Home work in Key Stage 2
Core Homework
Spelling

At the start of each term, children are given spellings that are split into each week. The expectation
is that children practise their spellings weekly and are tested on these at school. The spelling lists
have been taken from the requirements of the National Curriculum.

Handwriting

Children are encouraged to practise their handwriting at home through using letterjoins to support
their letter formation and fluency. All children have a login to https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-
in.html and can choose a range of free play handwriting activities or join their classes to engage in
handwriting activities set by their teachers. They are also provided with a handwriting pack specific
to each year group.

Reading

In Key Stage 2, children take home two books - one which matches their zone of proximal
development on Accelerated Reader and a book for enjoyment. Children use Accelerated Reader,
which is an online learning tool, to aid their reading development and must complete a test when
they have finished each book.

Vocabulary

Year 5 and 6 have access to Bedrock- Bedrock Learning is a digital literacy improvement curriculum
designed for learners for study at home.

Maths
Numbots and Times Table Rockstars

Every child has a login for Numbots which is an online learning tool to secure children’s
mathematical knowledge. Children should also login to TTRS (Times Tables Rock Star) regularly with
a focus on developing their times tables and corresponding division facts.

Years 3 and 4 are also encouraged to use Mathsframe to support learning their times tables.
Maths

Every half term for Maths, children will need to regularly practise the KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts)
for their year group. These will be put on each year's group blog and a text sent out to parents so
that parents can support with learning these facts. There will be a diagnostic test at the beginning of
each half term and a summative assessment at the end of each half term to monitor the progress.


https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-in.html
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Year 3 KIRF

Auturmn |

I know number
bends to 100

20 + BO = 100
23+ J1 =100
100 - ? =45
I00 - 55 =45

Autumn 2

I can count in
multiples of 50 and
100

List the first five multiples of 50
S0, 100, 150, 200, 250

List the first five multiples of 100
100, 200, 300, 400, 500

Spring |

I can find 10 or IO0

more or less than d
given nurmber

How many lollipeps are there
in total?

Pongn - oo

Spring 2

I krow multiplication
and division facts for
the 3 times table

T krow that 3 qroups of 3
equals 9

ww ]

Summer |

I know the
multiplication and
division facts for the Y
times table

|& pears shared between Y
bugs Eq_uuls. 3 pears in each
bag

HbHLB

Summer 2

I know multiplication
and division facts for

the 8 times table

Y4 greups of B = 32
There are 32 grapes

e B dh




Year 4 KIRF

Autumn |

I knew multiplication
and division facts for
the b times table

There are Y boxes

Thare ara b eggs in edch box
There are 24 eqqgs in tetal
Yxb=24

CEEG

Autumn 2

Spring |

I know multiplication
and division facts for

the 9 and |l times
tables

I know multiplication
and division facts
for the 7 times table

® T know that 9 groups of 9 aguals BI

® T krew that Il multilied by b
saaals bb

L] Thrunuﬂul‘j-l'll'urlzlhf"'t:ludl.a

® T krewthat BE-1l=8

® T know thot seven lobs of
seven totals forty-mire

® I know that 21+ 7=3
T knows thot 7x 4 =28

® T know thet Y2 devided by T
equals b

Spring 2

I know multiplication
and division facts for
the 12 times table

T knicws that 17 x 12 = MY

I knew that 4 devided by 12 =
12

® | krniow that twebse Qroups af
seven equals eighiy-Four

® T know that 7 qraups of I7
gquals B4

Summer |

Summer 2

T know the rnu|ﬂph:.|:l’rinr1
and division facts for all
times tables up fo |2 = |12

I can identify
equivalent
fractions

I can caleulabe all tirres takle
facts ta 12 2 12 and all linked
dwision facts with :.F-Erhd and

accuracy
What s 6 x B7
What s 49 - 7

Hiorwa many nines ko +h|r|':||-:.|l:l'"

14 = 3jb

=
=

- la




Year 5 KIRF

Reund 382979 to the nearest

E T can round nurmbers 10,100 and 1000
i to | million to the Nearest 10 = 382930
nearest |0 100 and Nearast (00 = 382900
1000 Mearest 000 = 383000
o ) List the first 5 rultiples of 8
I can identify 8, Ib, 24 32 40
multiples and factors
up to 12xI12 Find the factors of 40

| x40, 2220410, Sx8

Primes have two factors
themselves and |

= I can identify prime
£ numbers up to 50 The first 5 primes are

2 3,5 7and i

TpTRTS

4? < Ik

o~ I can recall square

g numbers up to 127 and ﬂ? .. 1+.

t-ﬁ' their square roots e
Z2x2x2-8

3
T know the first 5 -8

Summer |

cube numbers :ﬂ

o~

o I can convert between | 973 = 53
improper fractions and

,E rixed fractions 5/ = 3 3y




Year 6 KIRF

Auturnn |

I can count in powers of
10, forwards and
backwards with numbers
to 10 million

Coaunt formards in five 3haps
af 10 from 1,200,000

200,010, 1200020, 1,200,030,
1200040, 200050

Autumn 2

T can identify cormmon
factors of a pair of
numbers

The cemmen facters of 24
and Sk are [, 2,4 ang 8 the
high35’r common factor of 24

and 56 is 8
3/5 of 200 = 120
— I can find fractions of 200
% dmounts w | %[ w [ ]
IEI
M = 05 = 50%
od I krow commen fraction, % - 0I5 - 25%
4 decimal and percentage ,':"m - gTE' - ﬁm""
3_ equivalences M = O3 = 30%
a o= B2 = 0%
Yo = OB = 60%
Wi = D04 = 1%
W24 - 10 = 4214
& I can divide and 21 + 100 = 421
H214 + LOOO = OH2M
multiply by 10, 100 and U214 x 10 = 4214
] 000 4214 x 100 = 4240

Y214 x 1000 = Y2400

Summer 2

I can find simple
percentages of amounts
(1%, 5%, 10% etc)

Find 10% of £123
0% = £123 - 10 = £1230




Half-termly Homework Projects

Each term the children will be set a half termly project

Complementing Activities

The second part of our homework is our complementing activities. These are centred around the
termly topics for each year group and aim to accompany and extend learning. For this section of

homework, children are encouraged to choose the order in which they complete the activities at
home. These activities aim to develop home study habits and increase independence.

The activities are cross curricular and focus on the themes of:

Writing

Maths

History

Geography
Technical skills
Health and wellbeing
Collaboration
Outside learning

See some examples of homework activities in Year 1 and 4:

Smg;-ﬁznwl'lnmemmh-‘fmﬁh Ki and Queens

Core: Homework:
Tmnmst-prucﬁs&umr Plﬂcﬂﬁ&wl‘ﬂtﬁhll‘lﬁ]\?m Cmnﬂet&gnm\hd#tumlg.

tested Letter-join

usl.rhg-TTRS. Hum\h:hu&mguunﬂmdlng.lf:#ﬂﬂm— r«e:.u",!ud&-umdth&rmdum

Book. FMumbots to- support your

A .

This term. in: Year | muﬂLh&Mﬂrﬁgd}mﬁ.hﬂg&mﬂqﬂm& Hu&urﬁsnrmudhﬁﬂmuﬂum‘h
complete. ab: home to- support, your learming: Choose, three. {or- morel) adivities yow con complete: as o
Jamily and. tick the: square: after youw howe: completed. it



Drawr a fimeline for the bings Vsl your local Ubrary and. find, | Write an acrestic peem about
md-ﬂ',m:\f_»ﬂr\m Cn.n-d,:\_n.- mrmfﬂh_wbook&abm..t k.u.ngs.or»:l'n_n.e,&rﬁ
works ool who raled. for the Chlr.
Lcngea‘.-t.rn.&-?

] ] )
Design o feast i Chocsss o bingy o= quesry of

L o PJ:'B:H-\.:_ rg : C o fng o of |
or gueen o * ’i Britalr and: do some research.
1 s’- v ..:: &“. ﬂbDL.ilﬂ'lEleu
[l
]

Maths Geographical, Explorers Working with, Others.
Wirite some addidlon number ﬁxmunh'nd;ﬂ'.ﬂi-"m&a.kmgm f'a‘.ﬂhe-i-mnk-lﬂoﬁa.hn?m
sentences lrnuwobsng kings and queen e called: o monarchy, queend
queens Research mewwb&&n

] the world: are: o monarchuy. ]

[l
Half Termly Project]
Meat: Fm%mnSw.r_e wees wdlls he Lem:.ng/a.l:u:mi- Seasonal C’u:\ng,&& Fleasze make o season hox
. N N

Bnri.ng:Tml‘bmmuor\k.— Year4: Protect our Planet,

Core Homework,
- .-'- . ;&
inchoris recoll, focks weekl Letter-join’_,
Read. Jor 20 minutes per evening and
W ATASFRAD mﬂd&hmﬁcce‘.ﬂdﬂdﬁ'mﬁlﬂ*lﬂd&
Hﬂll‘thlEBtﬂHﬂqulngJTTRSm ar week: Yow cantake a book home or
Maths Frame: use: MYOM!
hitpes/Atrocksbarscom/
i ciblen/resources =
= Accelerated
fresourced/4 7111 i r; Read:
Tables-Chech




lﬂ:lwtg;ﬂi‘mmﬁ'um[mnmm!) ucﬁnﬂmgunmmmﬂd&mn!ﬂnﬂ?mﬂtﬂﬂmm uﬂmgnu I'mn.'e,culn.':nldzﬂaih

Grreto Wl‘..ui.q).l.e&tl.ms. would Lo
ask? Wit ::L-Li.Ei;D; 5.

Lebrs Geb Technicall Health, and: Welere:.ngl Gaogm#ﬂml. E'.q:iomrg
".'Vhd:-Ls.dc#or\E.stuim-w? Research mebohmﬁﬂ#ﬂ‘thﬂ Lmubauiﬂ'.&d#an&nhhﬂm::r
Find oub and write about how i& wmmmhm ﬂﬂgrrc.tr\;oresth"uhﬂmie&or\tdh-

:#ectapeop].&anmml&and.plmi& u.lo-r{d;'s,m-st}s.tzm?':mh].md& about what lives i eack levels and,
some research and, create o poster
arecd
or write: some statements to
&':q:]..uj.ru the: muainy pc&u‘d:s:'}
W.-djng, Let’s Be: Musicians!
Lmientn—ﬂxe,stc-nd,of,ﬂrgmmd; W"ﬂt&a.scmg;chwt-ﬂ'uzu.uizb
the Giants. cycle: to teachs others how i works,
hitpes oty be.comiuatchPust GrcpehL g Why not use: M Scott and, M
MEt-Iskak, channel-StorubmeusthMime® 2 4 e Hickin's as ar E}:cu.rr!.F}].&
Irm:bs.u‘nﬂ, Lo were able to interviews hitpeiuamugoutbe.comdwatch? ug GmFpW LIS

QAL Lk LILL PYE Sel MTASD T waPhGrabH

Dmt})rgettohmdw%uuhm
bdnc&t&ld.ounclc.satemhﬂ.

Let's ber Artistsl
Design your own sculpture using

Maths:

Crc/:j;era.bcngm.ph.-:m.pmmq,ﬂ'ﬂ,
wemg&mj.n}uﬂnwmtoﬂ'ﬁt

Compuling
Use. Seratch to- build: o game in.
whichs an erwironmental superherc
hae to save the planet from.
pollution. Send. screen shote to-

m&%’ ok

Requirements of the Class Teacher

In setting and marking homework, teachers will:

Monitor the children’s spelling through weekly tests.

homework should be completed including web links).

Give children feedback on their homework completion.

Display half-term projects around the classroom.

Ensure homework is handed out on a termly basis and uploaded to the school website.
Give children reasonable time to complete their homework.

Differentiate core homework, where possible, to the children’s abilities.
Provide additional guidance for parents as part of the termly homework (letters on what

® Ensure homework is checked in line with the school’s marking policy.

Parents

At Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Primary School, we recognise the importance of developing a

sound partnership between parents and children in order to support learning.




Parents will:

e Be provided with additional guidance to support learning at home and to help children
with homework tasks.

® Be encouraged to support the school’s homework policy when signing the home school
agreement.

e Be given feedback on how children are doing with homework through marking, during

parents’ meetings and in annual reports.

Ensure their child completes the homework that is set.

Read to or listen to your child read each night.

Be proactive in supporting your child with their learning at home.

Liaise with your child’s class teacher regarding homework assignments.

Special Educational Needs

Homework set for pupils with SEN should consider pupils' individual learning needs. Therefore,
teachers differentiate homework accordingly to cater for the child. Homework for pupils with SEN
often link to personal targets or Individual Education Plans (IEPs). The aim of homework is to
consolidate and extend their learning.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The Senior Leadership team will regularly review the Policy and Guidelines on behalf of the
Governing Body, alongside the whole staff team, and will monitor the quality of homework provision
through planning and work scrutiny.



