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Rationale  
 
At Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Primary School, we believe that homework is an essential part of 
learning that supports children’s progress. Homework has several different functions; it can be used 
to consolidate learning that has taken part in class, acquire knowledge, develop skills or work 
towards mastery.  
 
When children begin at the school, parents or carers sign a home/school agreement whereby 
parental roles and responsibilities are outlined. This agreement references the completion of 
homework and it is encouraged that children are supported at home. At Our Lady and St Joseph 
Catholic Primary School, homework tasks are set termly to reinforce and extend learning.  

 
Aims  
 
The school views the purpose of homework as:  

 
● Developing an effective and supportive partnership between the school, parents and 

community in realising the aims of the school.  
● Consolidating and reinforcing knowledge and understanding, particularly in Writing, 

Reading and Numeracy.  
● Exploring resources for learning in the home environment.  
● Extending and complementing school work while supporting independent study 

skills.  
● Developing pupils’ skills of organisation and self-discipline and preparing pupils for 

the demands of their future studies.   
● Engaging in wider learning around the core topics studied in school.  

 

Homework in the Early Years and Foundation Stage 

Homework is given weekly alongside the Nursery and Reception newsletters. 

Reception 

In Reception the children receive weekly phonics, high frequency words, and maths homework to 
build upon their learning in class each week.  

RE 

Reading  

Children are encouraged to read nightly with an adult. Children will take two books home from the 
class library.  In Reception, children’s books will match their phonics level and they will also take a 
book home to read for pleasure. Every child has a Bug Club login, which is an online reading 
programme with a range of decodable books to support their phonics acquisition. Children are 
encouraged to record their learning in their Reading Explorer Book, this can be through a picture, 
sentence or collage. See examples below:  

 



Reception 

 

Literacy 

The literacy homework consists of weekly handwriting, letter sound recognition and a short phonics 
activity to support blending and segmenting skills for reading. The children also receive up to five of 
the 45 Reception High Frequency words to practise writing and reading by sight each week. 

Children are encouraged to practise their handwriting at home through using letterjoins to support 
their letter formation and fluency. All children have a login to https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-
in.html and can choose a range of free play handwriting activities or join their classes to engage in 
handwriting activities set by their teachers. They are also provided with a handwriting pack specific 
to each year group.  

Maths 

The maths homework is always practical and parents are encouraged to use everyday items at home 
to support their child to develop the mathematical skills they have been learning in class each week.  

Topic projects 

The children have a creative homework project every half term, which is based around the year 
group topic. We encourage parents to support their child to research an interest they may have in 
our topic and to create a poster or model etc to share in class as part of a celebration day at the end 
of each half term. 

Transition to Year 1 

In the summer term the children receive a weekly writing activity based on the shared writing 
activity in class and the maths homework becomes a little more formal, in the style of a worksheet, 
to prepare the children for the transition to year 1. 

 

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-in.html
https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-in.html


Nursery 

The children receive practical phase 1 phonics activities to develop their listening, attention, and 
early phonics skills, and maths activities which build upon their weekly learning in Nursery. All 
activities are practical, encouraging parents to support their child’s learning using resources at home 
and in the local community. 

Reading  

Children are encouraged to read nightly with an adult. The children take one core Nursery story 
book home each week to read for pleasure with an adult. Children are encouraged to record their 
learning in their Reading Explorer Book, this can be through a picture, sentence or collage. See 
examples below: 

Nursery 

 

Mark making 

In the Autumn Term we have a weekly ‘Mark of the Week’ in class and we encourage the children to 
practise making the mark of the week using a range of creative resources to hand at home. Parents 
are also encouraged to support their child to practise writing their name with the correct letter 
formation. Laminated name templates are sent home at the beginning of the year and children 
progress from tracing their name, to copying their name, to then writing it independently.  

Some examples of ‘Mark of the Week’: 

 

 



Sharing Stars from home 

Parents can share their child’s new learning with staff by completing the ‘Stars from Home’ 
templates. We encourage them to share learning and development across the curriculum, such as 
learning to get dressed more independently, swimming achievements, counting skills etc. The stars 
are shared in class and celebrated on a display in Nursery. 

An example of ‘Stars from Home’:  

 

 

Homework in Key Stage 1  

Homework is given out termly and is split into two components: core homework and complementing 
activities.  

Core Homework: 

RE  

Children receive RE homework in each term. Firstly, they will need to complete their AT2 question 
on the RE blog both the first and last week of term.  

There will also be a whole school project to complete each half-term based on our RE learning or our 
wider school mission.  

 

 

 

 

 



Reading  

Children are encouraged to read nightly with an adult. Children will take three books home from the 
class library.  In Year 1, children’s books will match their phonics level, they will also take home a 
comprehension ‘tree-level’ book as well as a core book to read for pleasure. Every child has a Bug 
Club login, which is an online reading programme with a range of decodable books to support their 
phonics acquisition. Children are encouraged to record their learning in their Reading Explorer Book, 
this can be through a picture, sentence or collage. See examples below:  

Year 1 

 

Year 2 

 

 

Literacy  

In Year 1, children receive up to 100 High Frequency words (HFW) to practise writing and reading by 
sight - these will be split into 5 each week. The amount given will slowly increase the more confident 
your child becomes. The aim is for your child to be competent in reading and writing the first 100 
HFW’s by the end of year 1.  

Once children are confident with reading and writing the first 100 HFW, they will then move on to 
the next 200 and 300 High Frequency Word lists. Children will continue to receive 5 spellings per 
week from these lists.  

 



Handwriting  

Children are encouraged to practise their handwriting at home through using letterjoins to support 
their letter formation and fluency. All children have a login to https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-
in.html and can choose a range of free play handwriting activities or join their classes to engage in 
handwriting activities set by their teachers. They are also provided with a handwriting pack specific 
to each year group.  

Maths 

Numbots and Times Table Rockstars  

Every child has a login for Numbots which is an online learning tool to secure children’s 
mathematical knowledge. Children should also login to TTRS (Times Tables Rock Star) regularly with 
a focus on their x2, x3, x5, x10 times tables facts. 

Key Instant Recall Facts  

Every half term for Maths, children will need to regularly practise the KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts) 
for their year group. These will be put on each year's group blog and a text sent out to parents so 
that they can support with learning these facts. There will be a diagnostic test at the beginning of 
each half term and a summative assessment at the end of each half term to monitor the progress. 
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Year 1 KIRF 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 KIRF 

 



Home work in Key Stage 2 

Core Homework  

Spelling  

At the start of each term, children are given spellings that are split into each week. The expectation 
is that children practise their spellings weekly and are tested on these at school. The spelling lists 
have been taken from the requirements of the National Curriculum.  

Handwriting  

Children are encouraged to practise their handwriting at home through using letterjoins to support 
their letter formation and fluency. All children have a login to https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/log-
in.html and can choose a range of free play handwriting activities or join their classes to engage in 
handwriting activities set by their teachers. They are also provided with a handwriting pack specific 
to each year group.  

Reading  

In Key Stage 2, children take home two books - one which matches their zone of proximal 
development on Accelerated Reader and a book for enjoyment. Children use Accelerated Reader, 
which is an online learning tool, to aid their reading development and must complete a test when 
they have finished each book. 

Vocabulary  

Year 5 and 6 have access to Bedrock- Bedrock Learning is a digital literacy improvement curriculum 
designed for learners for study at home. 

Maths 

Numbots and Times Table Rockstars  

Every child has a login for Numbots which is an online learning tool to secure children’s 
mathematical knowledge. Children should also login to TTRS (Times Tables Rock Star) regularly with 
a focus on developing their times tables and corresponding division facts. 

Years 3 and 4 are also encouraged to use Mathsframe to support learning their times tables.  

Maths 

Every half term for Maths, children will need to regularly practise the KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts) 
for their year group. These will be put on each year's group blog and a text sent out to parents so 
that parents can support with learning these facts. There will be a diagnostic test at the beginning of 
each half term and a summative assessment at the end of each half term to monitor the progress.  
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Year 3 KIRF 

 

 



Year 4 KIRF 

 

 

 



Year 5 KIRF 

 

 



Year 6 KIRF 

 

 



Half-termly Homework Projects 

Each term the children will be set a half termly project  

Complementing Activities 

The second part of our homework is our complementing activities. These are centred around the 
termly topics for each year group and aim to accompany and extend learning. For this section of 
homework, children are encouraged to choose the order in which they complete the activities at 
home. These activities aim to develop home study habits and increase independence.  

The activities are cross curricular and focus on the themes of: 

● Writing  
● Maths  
● History  
● Geography 
● Technical skills  
● Health and wellbeing  
● Collaboration  
● Outside learning 

See some examples of homework activities in Year 1 and 4:  

 



 

 

 



 

Requirements of the Class Teacher 

In setting and marking homework, teachers will: 

● Ensure homework is handed out on a termly basis and uploaded to the school website.  
● Give children reasonable time to complete their homework.  
● Monitor the children’s spelling through weekly tests.  
● Differentiate core homework, where possible, to the children’s abilities.  
● Provide additional guidance for parents as part of the termly homework (letters on what 

homework should be completed including web links).  
● Give children feedback on their homework completion.  
● Display half-term projects around the classroom.  
● Ensure homework is checked in line with the school’s marking policy.  

Parents 

At Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Primary School, we recognise the importance of developing a 

sound partnership between parents and children in order to support learning. 



Parents will: 

● Be provided with additional guidance to support learning at home and to help children 
with homework tasks.  

● Be encouraged to support the school’s homework policy when signing the home school 
agreement. 

● Be given feedback on how children are doing with homework through marking, during 
parents’ meetings and in annual reports. 

● Ensure their child completes the homework that is set.  
● Read to or listen to your child read each night.  
● Be proactive in supporting your child with their learning at home.  
● Liaise with your child’s class teacher regarding homework assignments. 

Special Educational Needs 

Homework set for pupils with SEN should consider pupils' individual learning needs. Therefore, 
teachers differentiate homework accordingly to cater for the child. Homework for pupils with SEN 
often link to personal targets or Individual Education Plans (IEPs). The aim of homework is to 
consolidate and extend their learning. 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The Senior Leadership team will regularly review the Policy and Guidelines on behalf of the 
Governing Body, alongside the whole staff team, and will monitor the quality of homework provision 
through planning and work scrutiny. 

 

 


